Reimplantation of a contaminated and devitalized bone fragment after autoclaving in an open fracture.
This case report describes a technique for dealing with open fractures with segmental bone loss and a critical need for restoration of anatomical alignment. In the majority of cases, autogenous bone graft can and should be used successfully. Regardless of the treatment option chosen though, meticulous debridement and sound judgment in regards to wound care and bony stabilization remain the foundation to a successful outcome. Autoclaving a devitalized bone fragment with subsequent reimplantation as described in this case report, although not the procedure of choice, does offer the orthopaedist another option in dealing with the difficult segmental fracture.